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(f) Administrative costs. The use of 
grant funds to pay for costs incurred in 
applying for or administering the block 
grant is prohibited. Block grant funds 
may only be used to carry out pro-
grams that fall within one of the pur-
poses listed in secton 403(a) of the Jus-
tice Assistance Act. Section 403(a) of 
the Act. 

(g) Period of project support. A grant 
recipient may receive block grant 
funds for a specific program or project 
for a period not to exceed four years. 
The four-year maximum allowable pe-
riod of funding includes any period 
prior to the Justice Assistance Act 
when the program or project was sup-
ported by funds made available under 
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control 
and Safe Streets Act. Section 403(c) of 
the Act. 

(h) Non-supplantation. Block grant 
funds shall not be used to supplant 
state or local funds, but will be used to 
increase the amounts of such funds 
that would, in the absence of Federal 
aid, be made available for criminal jus-
tice activities. Section 405(2) of the 
Act. 

PURPOSES OF BLOCK GRANT FUNDS 

§ 33.30 Program criteria. 

The Justice Assistance Act requires 
that block grant funds assist states and 
local governments to carry out specific 
programs which offer a high prob-
ability of improving the functioning of 
the criminal justice system, with spe-
cial emphasis on violent crime and se-
rious offenders. Section 403(a) of the 
Act. 

(a) High probability of improving the 
criminal justice system. High probability 
of improving the criminal justice system 
means that a prudent assessment of 
the concepts and implementation plans 
included in a proposed program, 
project, approach, or practice, together 
with an assessment of the problem to 
which it is addressed and of data and 
information bearing on the problem, 
concept, and implementation plan, pro-
vides strong evidence that the proposed 
activities would result in identifiable 
improvements in the criminal justice 
system if implemented as proposed. 
Section 901(a)(21) of the Act. 

(b) Special emphasis on violent crime 
and serious offenders. Special emphasis 
on violent crime and serious offenders 
means that a relationship exists be-
tween the program and violent crime, 
the victims of violent crime, serious of-
fenders and their acts, and the preven-
tion of violent crime and serious of-
fenses. Violent crime, for the purpose 
of this program, includes homicide, 
robbery, assault, arson, residential bur-
glary, child abuse and molestation, 
sexual assault, kidnapping, and all 
felonies involving weapons or narcotics 
trafficking. Serious offenders are those 
who commit violent crimes. 

(c) Criminal justice. Criminal justice 
means activities pertaining to crime 
prevention, control, or reduction, or 
the enforcement of the criminal law, 
including but not limited to, police ef-
forts to prevent, control, or reduce 
crime or to apprehend criminals, in-
cluding juveniles, activities of courts 
having criminal jurisdiction, and re-
lated agencies (including but not lim-
ited to proescutorial and defender serv-
ices, juvenile delinquency agencies, 
and pretrial service or release agen-
cies), activities of corrections, proba-
tion or parole authorities and related 
agencies assisting in the rehabilita-
tion, supervision, and care of criminal 
offenders, and programs relating to the 
prevention, control, or reduction of 
narcotic addiction and juvenile delin-
quency. Section 901(a)(1) of the Act. 

§ 33.31 Eligible purposes and pro-
grams. 

(a) Eligible purposes. Block grant 
funds may be used for the following 
purposes listed in section 403(a) of the 
Justice Assistance Act: 

(1) Providing community and neigh-
borhood programs that enable citizens 
and police to undertake initiatives to 
prevent and control neighborhood 
crime; 

(2) Disrupting illicit commerce in 
stolen goods and property; 

(3) Combating arson; 
(4) Effectively investing and bringing 

to trial white-collar crime, organized 
crime, public corruption crimes, and 
fraud against the Government; 

(5) Identifying criminal cases involv-
ing persons (including juvenile offend-
ers) with a history of serious criminal 
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conduct in order to expedite the proc-
essing of such cases and to improve 
court system management and sen-
tencing practices and procedures in 
such cases; 

(6) Developing and implementing pro-
grams which provide assistance to ju-
rors and witnesses, and assistance 
(other than compensation) to victims 
of crimes; 

(7) Providing alternatives to pretrial 
detention, jail, and prison for persons 
who pose no danger to the community; 

(8) Providing programs which iden-
tify and meet the needs of drug-depend-
ent offenders; 

(9) Providing programs which allevi-
ate prison and jail overcrowding and 
programs which identify existing state 
and Federal buildings suitable for pris-
on use; 

(10) Providing, management, and 
technical assistance to criminal justice 
personnel and determining appropriate 
prosecutorial and judicial personnel 
needs; 

(11) Providing prison industry 
projects designed to place inmates in a 
realistic working and training environ-
ment in which they will be enabled to 
acquire marketable skills and to make 
financial payments for restitution to 
their victims, for support of their own 
families, and for support of themselves 
in the institution; 

(12) Providing for operational infor-
mation systems and workload manage-
ment systems which improve the effec-
tiveness of criminal justice agencies; 

(13) Not more than 10 percent of the 
state’s block grant funds for providing 
programs of the same types as de-
scribed in section 501(a)(4) of the Act 
which: 

(i) The Bureau establishes under sec-
tion 503(a) of the Act as discretionary 
programs for financial assistance; or 

(ii) Are innovative and have been 
deemed by the Bureau as likely to 
prove successful; 

(14) Implementing programs which 
address critical problems of crime, 
such as drug trafficking, which have 
been certified by the Director of the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance as having 
proved successful, after a process of 
consultation coordinated by the Assist-
ant Attorney General of the Office of 
Justice Programs with the Director of 

the National Institute of Justice, Di-
rector of the Bureau of Justice Statis-
tics, and Administrator of the Office of 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention; 

(15) Providing programs which ad-
dress the problem of serious offenses 
committed by juveniles; 

(16) Addressing the problem of crime 
committed against the elderly; 

(17) Providing training, technical as-
sistance, and programs to assist state 
and local law enforcement authorities 
in rural areas in combating crime, with 
particular emphasis on violent crime, 
juvenile delinquency, and crime pre-
vention; and 

(18) Improving the operational effec-
tiveness of law enforcement by inte-
grating and maximizing the effective-
ness of police field operations and the 
use of crime analysis techniques. 

(b) Programs. The Bureau of Justice 
Assistance has certified that specific 
programs meet these purposes, conform 
with the program criteria, and are eli-
gible for block grant support. (See 
§ 33.32 of the regulations, Certified Pro-
grams). These programs are described in 
Program Briefs that are available from 
the Bureau of Justice Assistance. The 
list of certified programs will be ex-
panded in the future based on the stat-
utory criteria to permit a more com-
plete coverage of each of the purposes. 
This certification will be done in con-
sultation with state and local govern-
ments and published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER. States and localities may 
use block funds to implement one or 
more of these certified programs, if 
they agree to comply with the critical 
elements set forth in § 33.32 of these 
regulations, and to provide data on the 
performance indicators listed. States 
and localities selecting these programs 
may identify the certified program in 
their application by name only, with-
out further description. Programs 
other than those certified by the Bu-
reau of Justice Assistance may be pro-
posed by the state and/or units of local 
government and approved for funding 
by the Bureau. To obtain approval to 
fund a proposed program, the applicant 
must provide in its application a de-
scription of the program and evidence 
that it meets the statutory program 
criteria. The application requirements 
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for program approval are contained in 
Subpart E—Application Requirements. 

§ 33.32 Certified programs. 

(a) The Act encourages the imple-
mentation of programs that have been 
proven successful. Pursuant to section 
403(a)(14) of the Act, the Bureau of Jus-
tice Assistance, after a process of con-
sultation coordinated by the Assistant 
Attorney General of the Office of Jus-
tice Programs with the National Insti-
tute of Justice, the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, and the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 
certifies that the following programs 
have been proven successful: 

(1)(i) Purpose: Providing community 
and neighborhood programs that en-
able citizens and police to undertake 
initiatives to prevent and control 
neighborhood crime. 

(ii) Certified program: Community crime 
prevention. This program aims to pre-
vent crime and reduce the fear of crime 
through organized collective citizen ac-
tion. Community crime prevention pro-
grams may be initiated by either law 
enforcement agencies or existing com-
munity groups, but each must have the 
active support and involvement of the 
other. Local programs must be de-
signed to meet the needs and problems 
of specific neighborhoods or commu-
nities and particular population 
groups, including the elderly. They 
must make extensive use of volunteers. 
The specific services or activities to be 
implemented depend on the local situa-
tion and crime problem, but usually 
have, as a core element, neighborhood 
(block) watch with additional activi-
ties optional. Programs to provide 
training, technical assistance and 
other support services are also eligible 
for funding. Program objectives and 
elements are described in greater de-
tail in the Program Brief on Community 
Crime Prevention. 

(A) Critical elements: 
(1) Pre-program planning to deter-

mine needs and problems of commu-
nity. 

(2) Targeting of activities and serv-
ices to meet local situation. 

(3) Maximum use of volunteers. 
(4) Cooperation of community organi-

zations and law enforcement. 

(B) Optional activities: Projects must 
implement one or more of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Neighborhood Watch 
(2) Operation ID 
(3) Security Surveys 
(4) Citizen Patrols 
(5) Escort or Special Services for the 

Elderly 
(6) Block Homes or Safe-Houses 
(7) Neighborhood Clean-Ups in High 

Crime Areas 
(8) Public Education 
(9) Training 
(10) Technical Assistance 
(C) Performance indicators: 
(1) Number of staff assigned to 

project. 
(2) Types of services provided. 
(3) Units of service delivered (e.g., 

number of block watches organized). 
(4) Number of volunteers partici-

pating. 
(2)(i) Purpose: Disrupting illicit com-

merce in stolen goods and property. 
(ii) Certified program: Property Crime 

(STING) Program. This program targets 
the apprehension and prosecution of 
burglars/thieves as well as those indi-
viduals who provide the outlets for re-
ceipt of stolen goods and property. The 
majority of the model programs have 
established storefronts in which law en-
forcement officers pose as fences who 
buy stolen goods. In areas where there 
is a high concentration of organized 
crime, programs have employed tech-
niques to infiltrate organizations in 
order to obtain evidence for prosecu-
tion of serious crime. Program objec-
tives and elements are described in 
greater detail in the Program Brief on 
Property Crime (STING) Program. 

(A) Critical elements: 
(1) Program planning, which consists 

of: 
(i) Analysis of the stolen property re-

distribution system in the jurisdiction. 
(ii) Selection of the target criminal 

population and/or property at which 
the program will be directed. 

(iii) Establishment of policies and 
procedures governing roles of partici-
pants, and program implementation. 

(2) Establishment of records mainte-
nance and management system; secu-
rity management procedures; and sto-
len property/contraband/evidence man-
agement. 
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